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News 
 

Patrick Ang Takes Over as Managing Partner of Rajah & 
Tann Singapore 
 
Patrick Ang,  Rajah & Tann Singapore’s former Deputy Managing Partner, 
has taken over from Lee Eng Beng, SC as Managing Partner with effect from 
31 March 2019. 
 
Mr Lee handed over the reins of Singapore’s leading law firm after nine years 
at the helm. He remains as Senior Partner as well as Chairman of Rajah & 
Tann Asia, one of the largest legal networks in Southeast Asia. 
 
Mr Lee said: “I am proud to have Patrick succeed me. He is a very capable, 
well-liked and trusted leader in the firm and, as Deputy Managing Partner, 
has been closely involved in day-to-day management as well the driving 
force behind many of the firm’s key projects and initiatives.  At the same 
time, he has built up a strong professional reputation as an eminent 
insolvency and restructuring lawyer globally. 
 
“In his new role, Patrick will not only bring the firm forward but will also give 
priority to training and mentoring our young partners and prepare them to 
take on leadership roles within the firm. 
 
Click here to read our press release. 
 

 

High Court in UK Recognises Singapore’s New 
Moratorium Law for Debt Restructuring in Landmark 
Decision 

 
In what is seen as a landmark decision, the High Court of England and 
Wales has recognised Singapore’s new moratorium law for companies 
unable to pay its creditors. The ruling is positive for debt workouts across 
different jurisdictions and a boost to the Republic’s ambition to become 
Asia’s debt restructuring hub. 
 
Rajah & Tann Singapore and the London office of US law firm, Lord Locke 
LLP, said that the High Court of Justice Business and Property Courts of 
England and Wales had on 25 March 2019 recognised the moratorium relief 
granted by the Singaporean court to their client H&C S Holdings Pte Ltd 
under Section 211B(1) of the Companies Act (Cap. 50) as foreign main 
proceedings under the UNICITRAL Model Law. 
 
This is the first time a court outside Singapore has recognised section 211B 
of the Companies Act which deals with the enhanced moratorium in relation 
to a court-sanctioned arrangement or compromise (known as a scheme of 
arrangement) between a company and its creditors when the former is in 
distress or insolvent. The section was introduced by Parliament in 2017 as 
part of a major overhaul of Singapore’s corporate restructuring and 
insolvency laws. It made it easier for companies, especially those with 
creditors from around the world, to be rescued and rehabilitated. The 
overhaul was also aimed at attracting debtors and creditors in the region to 
come to Singapore for corporate restructuring. 
 

 

https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/patrick.ang
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/eng.beng.lee
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/news/news/media-release-patrick-ang-to-take-over-as-managing-partner-of-rajah-tann-singapore
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In the case of H&C S Holdings, Rajah & Tann’s Managing Partner Patrick 
Ang submitted an expert report to support the Recognition Application and 
explained, among others, the background of the 2017 Amendment Act and 
section 211B. During the English court hearing, it was noted that this case 
was “uncharted territory,” there having not been a recognition of this type of 
proceedings in a UK court before. ICC Judge Jones was satisfied with the 
arguments put forth by Counsel, Jennifer Meech of Enterprise Chambers 
(instructed by David Grant and Marc Abrahams of Locke Lord), and 
evidence before him that the requirements of the British Cross Border 
Insolvency Regulations (incorporating the Model Law) had been met. Locke 
Lord was instructed by Rajah & Tann Singapore (assisted by partners Chua 
Beng Chye and Raelene Pereira). 
 
Click here to read our press release.   
 

Rajah & Tann Singapore Wins Two Awards at Managing 
Intellectual Property Asia-Pacific Awards 2019 
 
Rajah & Tann Singapore is pleased to have collected two awards at the 
Managing Intellectual Property Asia-Pacific Awards 2019 ceremony. The 
firm was recognised for its work in Sunseap Group v Sun Electric that 
clinched the Impact Case of the Year award and bested six law firms to 
clinch the regional Asia-Pacific CSR & Innovation award.   
 
Lau Kok Keng, Head of the Intellectual Property Practice, attended the event 
held in Hong Kong on 20 March 2019. Now in its 15th year, the Annual IP 
Awards recognises firms, individuals and companies behind the most 
innovative and challenging IP work of the past year, as well as those driving 
the international IP market. 
 
Click here to read our press release.   
 

 

LegisBytes 
 

Commissioner of Charities Issues Code for Commercial 
Fund-raisers 
 
The Commissioner of Charities (“COC”) has issued the Code for 
Commercial Fund-raisers (“Code”) to foster a more trustworthy giving 
environment in Singapore. The Code incorporates the standards and 
practices prescribed by the Charities Act, as well as the professional 
standards which the COC expects commercial fund-raisers to adhere to. The 
Code also makes reference to the House to House and Street Collections 
Act and its subsidiary legislation. 
 
The Code requires commercial fund-raisers to have a written agreement with 
the charity, setting out, amongst others, the percentage of proceeds to the 
charity and the remuneration of the commercial fund-raisers. The Code also 
lays down the standards when conducting the actual fund-raising activity, 
such as disclosing to every person from whom they solicit donations: (i) the 
name of the charity to which the donation will be given; (ii) the purpose for 
which the donation will be used; and (iii) the fact that the commercial fund-
raises have been engaged in soliciting the donation. They should not act in 

 
 
 

Contact 
 
Gregory Vijayendran, SC   
Partner,  Commercial Litigation 
D +65 6232 0438 
gregory.vijayendran@rajahtann.com  
 
 
 

https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/patrick.ang
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/patrick.ang
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/beng.chye.chua
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/beng.chye.chua
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/raelene.pereira
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/news/news/media-release-high-court-in-uk-recognises-singapore-s-new-moratorium-law-for-debt-restructuring-in-landmark-decision
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/kok.keng.lau
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/intellectual-property
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/news/news/rajah-tann-wins-two-awards-at-managing-intellectual-property-asia-pacific-awards-2019
mailto:gregory.vijayendran@rajahtann.com
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any way that might cause members of the public to become startled or 
anxious.   
 
Commercial fund-raisers will be subject to periodic audits by the COC to 
assess if their practices are in line with the Code’s requirements. 
 
Click here for more details.  
 

MAS Issues Consultation Papers on Technology Risk 
Management and Business Continuity Management 
Guidelines 
 
The Monetary Authority of Singapore (“MAS”) has released two consultation 
papers on proposed changes to the Technology Risk Management (“TRM”) 
Guidelines and the Business Continuity Management (“BCM”) Guidelines. 
The enhancements to the TRM and BCM Guidelines aim to strengthen the 
resilience of financial institutions (“FIs”) in the rapidly changing physical and 
cyber threat landscape.  
 
Proposed Changes to the TRM Guidelines 
 
The TRM Guidelines were published in 2013 to provide FIs with guidance 
on the oversight of technology risk management, security practices and 
control to address technology risks. The rapid technological advancements 
in the financial sector have increased FIs’ exposure to operational risks, 
including technology risks, which could lead to operational disruptions and 
data breaches.   
 
MAS proposes to enhance the existing TRM Guidelines to manage the risks 
posed by the technological advancements. The proposals were developed 
in close partnership with the stakeholders in the financial industry. Valuable 
input was provided by the MAS Cyber Security Advisory Panel (CSAP), 
which comprises international cyber security thought leaders. 
 
Proposed Revisions to the BCM Guidelines 
 
The BCM Guidelines were first issued in 2003, with a focus on the 
organisational response and recovery process to minimise the impact of 
business disruptions. The guidelines were supplemented in 2006 by 
additional guidance on measures to mitigate the impact of influenza 
pandemic and security threats arising from terrorism. 
 
The threat landscape has since changed, with cyber attacks increasing in 
scale and frequency, and the threat of terrorism intensifying as years go by.  
 
MAS proposes to update the BCM Guidelines to raise the standards for FIs 
in the development of business continuity plans. As the smooth delivery of 
financial services typically depends on a complex network of systems and 
processes, MAS also calls on FIs to take into account the interdependencies 
across FIs’ operational units, their people, business processes and 
technology, in developing business continuity plans. 
 
The public consultations end on 8 April 2019. 
 
Click here for more details.  

 
 
 
 

Contact  
 
 
Regina Liew 
Head, Financial Institutions 
D +65 6232 0456 
regina.liew@rajahtann.com  
 
Rajesh Sreenivasan 
Head, Technology, Media and 
Telecommunications 
D +65 6232 0751 
rajesh@rajahtann.com    
 

https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/media/pdf/Media%20release%20Code%20for%20Commercial%20Fundraisers.pdf
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/media/pdf/Consultation%20Paper%20TRM%20BCM%20guidelines.pdf
mailto:regina.liew@rajahtann.com
mailto:rajesh@rajahtann.com
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Public Consultation on draft Intellectual Property (Dispute 
Resolution) Bill 
 
The Ministry of Law (“MinLaw”) launched a public consultation on the draft 
Intellectual Property (Dispute Resolution) Bill (“draft Bill”).  
 
Key features of the draft Bill: 
 
1. Consolidate most civil IP proceedings in the High Court. - Currently, 

Intellectual Property (“IP”) disputes are heard in various courts / fora 
(i.e. High Court, State Courts or Intellectual Property Office of 
Singapore). The draft Bill will consolidate most civil IP proceedings in 
the High Court. 

 
2. Formalise third-party observations on patent applications; introduce 

post-grant patent re-examination.  - When a patent application has 
been published, and before an examination report is issued, the 
Registrar of Patents can consider observations submitted by third 
parties on the patentability of the invention contained in the application. 
This will ensure that only deserving inventions enjoy patent protection. 
Through the post-grant patent re-examination process, a patent may 
be re-examined and subsequently revoked by the Registrar for valid 
grounds. 

 
3. Clarify that IP disputes can be arbitrated. - The draft Bill will provide 

greater clarity that IP disputes can be arbitrated in Singapore. This will 
facilitate the use of arbitration in IP disputes, and strengthen 
Singapore’s development as a hub for IP dispute resolution.  

 
The public consultation closes on 5 April 2019. 
 
Click here for more details.  
 

 
 
 

Contact 
 
Lau Kok Keng 
Head, Intellectual Property, Sports & 
Gaming 
D +65 6232 0765 
kok.keng.lau@rajahtann.com  
 
Nicholas Lauw 
Partner,  Intellectual Property, Sports 
& Gaming 
D +65 6232 0772 
nicholas.lauw@rajahtann.com  
 
 

New Regulations Target Businesses to Tackle Electronic, 
Packaging and Food Waste 
 
On 7 March 2019, Senior Minister of State for the Environment and Water 
Resources, Dr Amy Khor, announced in Parliament that Singapore’s first 
Zero Waste Masterplan (“Masterplan”) will be introduced this year, as part 
of efforts to create a more sustainable living environment and pave the way 
towards a zero-waste nation. To effect the Masterplan, the Resource 
Sustainability Bill will be introduced this year to pass regulations covering 
the management of three waste streams: electronic waste (“e-waste”), 
packaging waste, and food waste. 
 
The Extended Producer Responsibility framework of the Masterplan, which 
deals with e-waste, will come into effect in 2021. It will make producers 
financially and physically responsible for the end-of-life collection and 
treatment of prescribed products.  
 
With respect to packaging waste, a mandatory packaging reporting 
framework for businesses will be introduced by 2020. Producers of 
packaging and packaged products (e.g. supermarkets, brand owners, 
manufacturers and importers) must report to the National Environment 

 
 
 

Contact 
 
Kala Anandarajah 
Head, Competition & Antitrust and 
Trade 
D +65 6232 0111 
kala.anandarajah@rajahtann.com  
 
 

https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/media/pdf/Intellectual%20Propety%20Bill.pdf
mailto:kok.keng.lau@rajahtann.com
mailto:nicholas.lauw@rajahtann.com
mailto:kala.anandarajah@rajahtann.com
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Agency how much packaging they introduce to the market annually, and 
also submit plans to reduce, reuse or recycle packaging waste.   
 
From 2024, commercial and industrial premises generating large amounts 
of food waste will be required to segregate it for treatment. Such premises 
include large hotels and malls, as well as industrial developments housing 
food manufacturers, caterers and food-storage warehouses.  
 
Public consultations on the Masterplan ended on 29 March 2019.  
 
Click here to read our client update.  
 

PDPC-CCCS Discussion Paper on Data Portability 
 
On 25 February 2019, the Personal Data Protection Commission (“PDPC”) 
in collaboration with the Competition and Consumer Commission of 
Singapore (“CCCS”), issued a discussion paper on the introduction of a data 
portability requirement in Singapore (“Discussion Paper”) as part of an 
ongoing review of the Personal Data Protection Act 2012 (“PDPA”).  
 
A joint study on data portability was commissioned by the PDPC and the 
CCCS in 2018 against the backdrop of a changing international landscape, 
as an increasing number of jurisdictions have implemented, or are 
considering implementing, the right to data portability. Such jurisdictions 
include the European Union, Australia, Japan, India, the Philippines, New 
Zealand and the U.S. (State of California). 
 
Under the existing PDPA in Singapore, an organisation that possesses 
personal data of a user is not obliged to share it with another organisation, 
even if the user requests for it to be shared. In contrast, if data portability is 
introduced, the individual will be able to request for a copy of his data held 
by an organisation in a structured, commonly used, and machine-readable 
format, and require this organisation to transmit the data to another 
organisation upon the individual’s request.  
 
Data portability involves an overlap between, and has implications for, both 
competition law and data protection law.  
 
The Discussion Paper sets out the views of the consultant, London 
Economics, on the benefits and impact on consumers, businesses and 
competition, should a data portability requirement be introduced in 
Singapore.  
 
Click here to read our client update.  
 

 
 

Contact 
 
Kala Anandarajah 
Head, Competition & Antitrust and 
Trade 
D +65 6232 0111 
kala.anandarajah@rajahtann.com  
 
Rajesh Sreenivasan 
Head,  Technology, Media and 
Telecommunications 
D +65 6232 0751 
rajesh@rajahtann.com    
 

CaseBytes  

Novel Decision on Retention of Property Seized for 
Investigations  
 
Law enforcement agencies routinely seize properties for the purposes of 
investigations. However, what is the extent of the law enforcement agency’s 
power to withhold possession of such property? What is the role of the 
Courts in policing the law enforcement agencies’ exercise of power?   
 

 
 
 

Contact 
 
Adrian Wong 
Deputy Head, Dispute Resolution 
Partner, Commercial Litigation 

https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/at.asp?pdf=../lu/pdf/2019-03_Zero_Waste_Masterplan.pdf&module=LU&topic=LU001268&sec=b
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/at.asp?pdf=../lu/pdf/2019_03_PDPC-CCCS_Discussion_Paper_Data_v1.pdf&module=LU&topic=LU001276&sec=b
mailto:kala.anandarajah@rajahtann.com
mailto:rajesh@rajahtann.com
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These questions were considered by the High Court in a ground-breaking 
decision, Lee Chen Seong Jeremy and others v Public Prosecutor [2019] 
SGHC 48. The Singapore High Court in allowing the criminal revision and 
ordering that the Commercial Affairs Department release the seized 
properties to the Petitioners, also decided for the first time the appropriate 
procedure to be applied by the Court in all future applications concerning the 
law enforcement agency’s application for continued extension of seized 
properties.  
 
The Petitioners were successfully represented by Adrian Wong and Ang 
Leong Hao from the Commercial Litigation Practice. 
 
Click here to read our update.  
 

D +65 6232 0427 
adrian.wong@rajahtann.com  
 
 

Important Singapore Judgment on Collision Liability  
 
While Singapore judgments on collision liability have been sparse in the past 
years, the Singapore Courts have seen a recent spate of cases dealing with 
ship collisions. The most recent of these is The “Mount Apo” and the “Hanjin 
Ras Laffan” [2019] SGHC 57. 
 
The case involved two large ships which collided in the Singapore Strait. To 
determine the apportionment of liability, the Court had to consider issues 
regarding the crossing of traffic lanes in a traffic separation scheme and the 
proper use of very high frequency radio communications between ships. 
 
The “Hanjin Ras Laffan”, where liability was determined in her favour, was 
represented by Leong Kah Wah and Dedi Affandi from the Shipping & 
International Trade Practice. To effectively present its case, the team had to 
manage and present technical evidence distilled from the ships’ voyage data 
recorders in the form of audio, video and animation reconstruction. This was 
in addition to the already complex tasks of handling conflicting experts’ and 
mariners’ evidence, the establishment of the factual narrative, and the 
assessment of the legal framework. 
 
Click here to read our update.  
 

 
 

Contact 
 
Leong Kah Wah 
Head,  Dispute Resolution 
Partner, Shipping & International  
Trade  
D +65 6232 0504 
kah.wah.leong@rajahtann.com  
 
Dedi Affandi 
Partner,  Shipping & International 
Trade 
D +65 6232 0706 
dedi.affandi.ahmad@rajahtann.com   
 

SICC Rules on Singapore’s First Cryptocurrency-related 
Dispute  
 
The Singapore International Commercial Court (“SICC”) has found 
cryptocurrency exchange operator, Quoine Pte Ltd, liable for breach of 
contract and breach of trust in unilaterally reversing a customer’s Bitcoin 
(BTC) / Ethereum (ETH) trades, in the first cryptocurrency-related dispute 
that has come before the Singapore Courts.   
 
In arriving at his decision in B2C2 Ltd v Quoine Pte Ltd [2019] SGHC(I) 03, 
International Judge Simon Thorley, QC delved into novel issues relating to 
recognition of cryptocurrencies as property, segregation and trusts over 
cryptocurrencies, nature of relationship between customers and an 
exchange, doctrine of mistake in contracts made through automated 
computer programs, and incorporation of contractual terms posted on a 
website, to name a few.   
 

 
 
 

Contact 
 
Danny Ong 
Partner, Commercial Litigation 
D +65 6232 0260 
danny.ong@rajahtann.com   
 
Sheila Ng 
Partner, Commercial Litigation   
D +65 6232 0590 
sheila.ng@rajahtann.com    
 
 
 
 

https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/adrian.wong
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/commercial-litigation
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/at.asp?pdf=../lu/pdf/2019_03_Property_Seized_Investigations.pdf&module=LU&topic=LU001269&sec=b
mailto:adrian.wong@rajahtann.com
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/kah.wah.leong
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/dedi.affandi.ahmad
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/shipping-international-trade
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/shipping-international-trade
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/at.asp?pdf=../lu/pdf/2019-03-Judgment_on_Collision_Liability.pdf&module=LU&topic=LU001270&sec=b
mailto:kah.wah.leong@rajahtann.com
mailto:dedi.affandi.ahmad@rajahtann.com
mailto:danny.ong@rajahtann.com
mailto:sheila.ng@rajahtann.com
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Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP’s specialists in financial services disputes, 
Danny Ong, Sheila Ng and Jason Teo from the Commercial Litigation 
Practice acted for the successful Plaintiff. 
 
Click here to read our update. 
 

 

Proof of Trusts in Family Settings  
 
In Geok Hong Co Pte Ltd v Koh Ai Gek and others [2019] SGCA 15, the 
Court of Appeal reversed the decision of the High Court that a property 
registered in the name of a family-owned company was held on trust for one 
of the sons of the founder by way of a common intention constructive trust 
and proprietary estoppel.  Notwithstanding that the High Court’s decision 
was reached after a full trial, the Court of Appeal held that the trust had not 
been proved. 
 
The striking feature of this case was that the claim rested largely on an 
alleged oral representation from the founder of the company to the son 
around 1977. However, both individuals had passed away by the time of 
trial, and the main evidence before the High Court was a statutory 
declaration made by the son shortly before he passed away.  
 
The company was represented by Lee Eng Beng, SC from the Restructuring 
& Insolvency Practice and John Seow from the Shipping & International 
Trade Practice in its successful appeal. 
 
Click here to read our update. 
 

 
 

Contact 
 
Lee Eng Beng, SC 
Senior Partner, Restructuring  
& Insolvency   
D +65 6232 0402 
eng.beng.lee@rajahtann.com  
 
John Seow  
Partner, Shipping & International 
Trade 
D +65 6232 0600 
john.seow@rajahtann.com     
 
 

Acquisition of 100% Interest of the Singapore-
incorporated Company which Holds the Property Known 
as Rivervale Mall 
 
Norman Ho, Hoon Chi Tern, Benjamin Tay, Cindy Quek, Shane Ng, Janice 
Pui, Toh Jia Wen and Marcus Tay from the Corporate Real Estate Practice 
and Capital Markets / Mergers & Acquisitions Practice assisted SC Capital 
Partners in the legal due diligence, warranty & indemnity insurance, drafting, 
negotiation and finalisation of transaction documents and associated 
financing, in connection with the approximately S$230 million acquisition of 
100% interest in the SPV holding the property known as Rivervale Mall from 
AEW Capital Management. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Contact 
 
Norman Ho   
Deputy Head, Corporate Real Estate   
D +65 6232 0514 
norman.ho@rajahtann.com  
 
Hoon Chi Tern 
Partner,  Capital Markets / Mergers & 
Acquisitions 
D +65 6232 0714 
chi.tern.hoon@rajahtann.com  
 

Acquisition of SPVs Holding 6 Stata-titled Office Floors in 
Suntec City Development 
 
Norman Ho, Benjamin Tay, Hoon Chi Tern, Lee Weilin, Ho Mei Shi, Shane 
Ng, Janice Pui, Toh Jia Wen and Clarence Tan from the Corporate Real 
Estate Practice, Capital Markets / Mergers & Acquisitions Practice and 
Banking & Finance Practice assisted Alpha Investment Partners in the legal 
due diligence, warranty & indemnity insurance, drafting, negotiation and 
finalisation of transaction documents and associated financing, in 
connection with the S$160 million acquisition of shares in SPVs holding 6 

 
 
 

Contact 
 
Norman Ho   
Deputy Head, Corporate Real Estate   
D +65 6232 0514 
norman.ho@rajahtann.com  
 

https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/danny.ong
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/sheila.ng
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/commercial-litigation
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/commercial-litigation
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/at.asp?pdf=../lu/pdf/2019-03-Singapore_First_Cryptocurrency-Related.pdf&module=LU&topic=LU001272&sec=b
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/eng.beng.lee
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/restructuring-insolvency
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/restructuring-insolvency
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/john.seow
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/shipping-international-trade
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/shipping-international-trade
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/at.asp?pdf=../lu/pdf/2019-03_Proof-Of-Trusts-In-Family-Settings.pdf&module=LU&topic=LU001273&sec=b
mailto:eng.beng.lee@rajahtann.com
mailto:john.seow@rajahtann.com
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/norman.ho
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/chi.tern.hoon
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/benjamin.st.tay
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/cindy.quek
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/corporate-real-estate
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https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/mergers-acquisitions
mailto:norman.ho@rajahtann.com
mailto:chi.tern.hoon@rajahtann.com
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https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/chi.tern.hoon
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/weilin.lee
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/mei.shi.ho
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mailto:norman.ho@rajahtann.com


 
 

NewsBytes: Singapore 
2019 MARCH 

 
 

 
 
 

© Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP | 10  

strata-titled office floors with a total strata area of about 70,000 square feet 
in Suntec City Development. 
 
 

Benjamin Tay 
Partner, Corporate Real Estate   
D +65 6232 0375 
benjamin.st.tay@rajahtann.com    
 

Authored Articles  

The SME Magazine: “With Personal Data Comes Great 
Responsibility”  
 
Chester Toh and Tan Jen Lee from the Corporate Commercial Practice 
wrote an article in the March / April 2019 issue of The SME Magazine, the 
bi-monthly publication for the small- and medium-sized enterprises (“SMEs”) 
of The Business Times.  In the article, Chester and Jen Lee note the rise of 
the digital marketplace, such as e-commerce, online travel and ride hailing. 
In handling online transactions, SMEs collect personal data of their 
customers. Given this, they highlight that SMEs must familiarise themselves 
with the obligations and requirements under the Personal Data Protection 
Act (“PDPA”), particularly in obtaining the consent of the customers, 
communicating clearly the purposes for which the data is collected, and 
developing an appropriate data notification procedure in cases of data 
breaches.  
 
As non-compliance with PDPA obligations not only attracts financial 
penalties but also results in intangible losses such as reputational damage, 
diminished goodwill and trust amongst consumers and loss of future 
business, the authors advise SMEs to have in place efficient systems that 
deal with personal data, and ensure that the systems are regualrly updated. 
 
Click here to read the article.  
 

 

Financial Crimes in Singapore, Second Edition 
 
Hamidul Haq and Thong Chee Kun from the White-Collar Crime Practice 
authored a book titled “Financial Crimes in Singapore, Second Edition”. 
Published by LexisNexis, the book provides a clear and concise overview of 
relevant laws in respect of various white-collar or business crime offences in 
Singapore. It includes topics on insider trading, market manipulation under 
the Securities & Futures Act, corruption, anti-money laundering and 
countering terrorism financing, and fraud in the workplace.  
 
The first edition of the book, written by the same authors, was published in 
2014. 

 

 

What We’ve Been Up To  

NUS Pracademic Legal Update Seminar Series: Impact of 
AI Developments on Legal Practice in Singapore  
 
Gregory Vijayendran, SC from the Commercial Litigation Practice, was the 
speaker at the NUS Pracademic Legal Update Seminar Series (“NUS-
PLUSS”) titled “Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Legal Practice in 
Singapore” held on 25 March 2019. Together with Associate Professor 
Daniel Seng of NUS, Gregory, who is currently the President of the Law 

 

mailto:benjamin.st.tay@rajahtann.com
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/chester.toh
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/corporate-commercial
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/media/pdf/With%20personal%20data%20comes%20great%20responsibility.pdf
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/hamidul.haq
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/chee.kun.thong
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/white-collar-crime
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/gregory.vijayendran
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/commercial-litigation
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Society of Singapore, discussed the range of applications of Artificial 
Intelligence (“AI”) in legal education, legal research and legal practice. The 
speakers also looked into the strengths, challenges and potential limitations 
(including ethical limitations) on the use of AI in the law. 
 
NUS-PLUSS comprises 4 seminars organised by the NUS Law Faculty in 
collaboration with Rajah & Tann Asia and 3 other law firms. The inaugural 
seminar on 25 March 2019 was hosted by Rajah & Tann Asia. 
 

New Anti-Money Laundering and Countering of Terrorism 
Financing Responsibility for Developers 
 
Rajah & Tann Singapore’s Corporate Real Estate Practice organised a 
seminar titled “New Anti-Money Laundering and Countering of Terrorism 
Financing Responsibility for Developers” on 8 March 2019. Regina Liew, 
Head of the Financial Institutions Practice, Benjamin Cheong from the 
Technology, Media & Telecommunications Practice, and Gazalle Mok from 
the Corporate Real Estate Practice provided an overview of the Developers 
(Anti-Money Laundering and Terrorism Financing) Bill that was passed in 
Parliament on 20 November 2018. The Bill seeks to amend both the Housing 
Developers (Control and Licensing) Act and the Sale of Commercial 
Properties Act, which regulate the sale of residential and commercial 
properties before they are completed by developers.  
 
The speakers highlighted the changes caused by the passing of the Bill, as 
well as the duties that developers shall undertake in countering anti-money 
laundering and terrorism financing.  
 
The eventual Act, called the Developers (Anti-Money Laundering and 
Terrorism Financing) Act 2018, will come into operation on a date that the 
Minister appoints by notification in the Gazette. 
 

 

  

https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/corporate-real-estate
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/Regina.liew
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/financial-institutions
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/benjamin.cheong
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/technology-media-telecommunications
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/gazalle.mok
https://sg.rajahtannasia.com/our-work/practices/corporate-real-estate
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Our Regional Contacts 

  

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

T  +65 6535 3600   

F  +65 6225 9630 

sg.rajahtannasia.com 

 

Christopher & Lee Ong 

T  +60 3 2273 1919    

F  +60 3 2273 8310 

www.christopherleeong.com  

  

 

R&T Sok & Heng Law Office 

T  +855 23 963 112 / 113    

F  +855 23 963 116 

kh.rajahtannasia.com 

 

Rajah & Tann NK Legal Myanmar Company Limited 

T  +95 9 7304 0763 / +95 1 9345 343 / +95 1 9345 346 

F  +95 1 9345 348 

mm.rajahtannasia.com 

  

 

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

Shanghai Representative Office 

T  +86 21 6120 8818    

F  +86 21 6120 8820 

cn.rajahtannasia.com 

Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)  

T  +632 894 0377 to 79 / +632 894 4931 to 32 / +632 552 1977 

F  +632 552 1978 

www.cagatlaw.com 

  

 
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners 

 

Jakarta Office 

T  +62 21 2555 7800    

F  +62 21 2555 7899 

 

Surabaya Office 

T  +62 31 5116 4550    

F  +62 31 5116 4560 

www.ahp.co.id 

 

R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited 

T  +66 2 656 1991    

F  +66 2 656 0833 

th.rajahtannasia.com 

 

Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers 

 

Ho Chi Minh City Office 

T  +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673    

F  +84 28 3520 8206 

 

Hanoi Office 

T  +84 24 3267 6127    

F  +84 24 3267 6128 

www.rajahtannlct.com 

 

 

Rajah & Tann (Laos) Sole Co., Ltd. 

T  +856 21 454 239    

F  +856 21 285 261 

la.rajahtannasia.com 

Member firms are constituted and regulated in accordance with local legal requirements and where regulations require, are 

independently owned and managed. Services are provided independently by each Member firm pursuant to the applicable terms 

of engagement between the Member firm and the client. 
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Our Regional Presence 

 
 

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full-service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients.  
We place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm strives towards a practical 
yet creative approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to 
offer access to excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.  

 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Singapore, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Japan and South Asia.    
 
The contents of this Newsletter are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, 
through international treaties, other countries. No part of this Newsletter may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, 
adapted, publicly displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as 
permitted herein) without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP. 
 
Please note also that whilst the information in this Newsletter is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only 
intended to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular 
course of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice 
for your specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or e-mail Knowledge & Risk 
Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com. 

 


