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Joint Ministerial Statement on Ensuring
Supply Chain Connectivity amidst COVID19 Situation
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused repercussions across the globe, including in the area of
international trade. One concern in this regard is the effect of potential trade disruptions.
On 6 April 2020, a Joint Ministerial Statement was issued by nine countries – Singapore, Australia,
Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Lao PDR, Myanmar, New Zealand and Uruguay ("Participating
Countries"). The Participating Countries have declared their commitment to maintaining open and
connected supply chains, and to working closely to identify and address trade disruptions with
ramifications on the flow of necessities. This Joint Ministerial Statement demonstrates the Participating
Countries' collective response to combat COVID-19 and its repercussions.
The Joint Ministerial Statement records the following commitments from the Participating Countries:
(a) To ensure that trade lines remain open to facilitate the flow of goods, including essential supplies;
(b) To refrain from imposing export controls or tariffs and non-tariff barriers, and to remove existing
trade restrictive measures, on essential goods, especially medical supplies, at this time; and
(c) To work with all like-minded countries to ensure that trade continues to flow unimpeded, and
that critical infrastructure such as air and seaports remain open.
These commitments are important particularly given that no one can predict how long the COVID-19
crisis will last for. Even as we see changes likely to occur in the way we do business, supply chain
connectivity is not an element that anyone can do without. Whilst we can transact goods through
ecommerce, goods cannot move through technology alone. It needs a strong and effective supply chain.
Given the spread of the Participating Countries, it provides a ray of hope.
For more articles and updates from our teams across the region on COVID-19 and related legal issues,
please visit Rajah & Tann Asia's COVID-19 Resource Centre.
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For more information on legal issues arising in Singapore or any of the specific countries, please feel free to contact
the relevant lawyers.
Please feel free to also contact Knowledge and Risk Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com
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Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in South-East Asia. Member firms are independently constituted and regulated
in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a member firm are governed by the terms of engagement
between the member firm and the client.
This Update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally
binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage
which may result from accessing or relying on this Update.
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Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full-service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients.
We place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm strives towards a practical
yet creative approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to
offer access to excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Singapore, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South
Asia.
The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, through
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein)
without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP.
Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your
specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or email Knowledge & Risk
Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com.
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