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COVID-19 Circuit Breaker Measures:
Court Proceedings for Essential and
Urgent Matters Only
Introduction
On 3 April 2020, the Singapore Government announced an elevated set of safe distancing measures to
be in place from 7 April 2020 until 4 May 2020 ("Relevant Period"). These enhanced measures include
a suspension of activities at all workplace premises, subject to certain exemptions for selected essential
services ("Essential Services").
As part of the implementation of the elevated safe distancing measures, on 6 April 2020, the Supreme
Court, State Courts and Family Justice Courts announced that they will hear only essential and urgent
matters in the Relevant Period. All other matters will be adjourned on a date to be fixed.
The Courts' decision to restrict hearings to essential and urgent matters is unprecedented in Singapore's
judicial history, and highlights the commitment of the Courts to supporting the Government's circuit
breaker measures. During this time, Rajah & Tann Singapore and Singapore's legal sector stand united
in the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.
Registrars' Circulars ("Circulars") have been issued by each of the three Courts to identify the matters
that may be considered to be essential and urgent. The Circulars set out the timelines for parties to be
notified by the Registry of whether their matters will be heard, as well as the procedure for requesting
for the urgent hearing of a matter that does not fall within the identified essential and urgent matters.
The team at Rajah & Tann Singapore remains available for all matters during this period. Parties with
queries regarding whether their matters may continue in Court, or who wish to apply for urgent hearings,
may contact the team for advice and assistance.
In this Update, we highlight the key elements of the Circulars, including the identified essential and
urgent matters and the relevant timelines and processes.

General Provisions
As stated above, the circuit breaker measures provide an exemption from the suspension of workplace
activities for the provision of Essential Services. Such Essential Services include law practices providing
legal services in the following areas:
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(a) Essential and urgent matters specified in the Circulars wherein, during the Relevant Period:
i. Court attendance by the solicitor is required by the court; and/or
ii. Adjudication hearings fixed under the Building and Construction Industry Security of
Payment Act;
(b) Commercial transactions or actions having deadlines falling within the Relevant Period or for
which completion is due or time is of the essence in the Relevant Period;
(c) Conveyancing transactions with deadlines where time is of the essence or with milestone
deadlines to be met within the Relevant Period; and
(d) Urgent and essential Wills and Probate related services.
The aforementioned Circulars set out the essential and urgent matters which will continue to be heard
by the courts during the Relevant Period. Any hearing conducted during the Relevant Period will be
conducted as far as possible through electronic means of communication without requiring physical
attendance, unless otherwise directed by the Court.
Requests for urgent hearings
If a matter does not fall within the lists of essential and urgent matters, a party may make a request to
the relevant Court for the matter to be heard within the Relevant Period. Any such request must be
accompanied by reasons explaining why the matter is essential and urgent.
The Circulars have highlighted that, in making such a request, parties should note the following:
(a) In determining whether a matter is essential and urgent, the Court will have regard to, among
other factors, whether the determination of its outcome is time sensitive or if there are any legal
requirements which require the matter to be heard within a specified timeframe;
(b) A hearing is not essential or urgent merely because it is convenient for the parties to have the
matter heard early; and
(c) Parties should not make the request unless they are able to ensure, as well as satisfy the Court
that measures are in place to secure, compliance with safe distancing measures.

Supreme Court
The Supreme Court has issued Registrar's Circular No. 4 of 2020. The essential and urgent matters
which will continue to be heard by the Supreme Court during the Relevant Period are contained therein.
The list includes, but is not limited to:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Applications for and to set aside urgent injunctions and search orders;
Applications for the urgent arrest or release of a vessel;
Applications concerning bail or review of bail;
Applications for urgent judicial review, e.g. in relation to implementation of COVID-19 measures;
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(e) Applications under the Building and Construction Industry Security of Payment Act;
(f) Certain applications for extension of time or variation of court orders relating to insolvency and
restructuring matters; and
(g) Applications for stay of execution of a civil judgment.
The Circular states that the Registry will inform parties by 6 April 2020, 12 noon, if their matters will be
heard from 7 April 2020 to 14 April 2020 (inclusive). For matters that will be heard on or after 15 April
2020, parties will be notified as soon as possible and, in any event, no later than five working days from
the scheduled hearing date.

State Courts
The State Courts have issued Registrar's Circular No. 8 of 2020. This Circular states that all matters
scheduled for hearing before the State Court during the Relevant Period which are not essential and
urgent will be adjourned. It should be noted that, for criminal matters, the Relevant Period commences
on 13 April 2020 instead of 7 April 2020, meaning that criminal matters will proceed as scheduled until
13 April 2020.
The essential and urgent matters which will continue to be heard by the State Courts during the Relevant
Period include, but are not limited to:
(a) Applications for the remand of an accused for the purpose of investigations;
(b) Proceedings concerning remanded accused persons which need to be expedited in the
interests of justice;
(c) Applications for and to set aside urgent injunctions and search orders; and
(d) Certain applications for interim payments where payment is urgently needed.
The parties whose cases will continue to be heard within the Relevant Period will be sent reminders as
follows:
(a) Criminal hearings
i.
For hearings scheduled from 13 April 2020 to 17 April 2020 (inclusive), parties will be sent
a reminder by 8 April 2020, 5pm that the hearing will proceed.
ii.
For hearings scheduled from 20 April 2020, parties will be sent a reminder as soon as
possible, and in any event no later than five working days from the scheduled hearing date,
that the hearing will proceed.
(b) Non-criminal hearings
i.
For non-criminal hearings scheduled for hearing on 7 April 2020, all parties will be informed
by 6 April 2020, 9am, whether their cases would be proceeding.
ii.
For hearings scheduled from 8 April 2020 to 14 April 2020 (inclusive), parties will be sent a
reminder by 6 April 2020, 5pm that the hearing will proceed.
iii.
For hearings scheduled from 15 April 2020, parties will be sent a reminder as soon as
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possible, and in any event no later than five working days from the scheduled hearing date,
that the hearing will proceed.

Family Justice Courts
The Family Justice Courts have issued Registrar's Circular No. 2 of 2020, which states that the Court
will only hear urgent and essential matters. In general, these comprise matters which are time sensitive,
constitute a threat to life and liberty and/or involve urgent needs of the family. This includes, but is not
limited to:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Youth arrest cases where the subject is in remand or would otherwise be prejudiced;
Child protection cases where the safety of the child is at risk;
Family violence proceedings involving a higher risk of imminent danger; and
Maintenance proceedings where an urgent hearing is necessary due to immediate financial
needs.

The Circular states that the Registry will inform parties by 6 April 2020, 5pm if their matters scheduled
from 7 April 2020 to 9 April 2020 will be adjourned. For matters scheduled on or after 13 April 2020,
parties will be notified as soon as possible and in any event, no later than three working days from the
scheduled hearing date if the hearing will be adjourned.

Concluding Words
The Courts' decision to adjourn all matters except those which are essential or urgent is significant,
representing a decisive step in the battle against the spread of COVID-19. Without such measures,
supporting services in the legal industry would have to remain at risk, as would litigants in ongoing
matters. Rajah & Tann Singapore stands alongside all Singaporeans in support of this common goal.
With the Courts' suspension of matters which are not essential or urgent, parties may be faced with
questions over whether their cases may proceed. Parties may also have matters which have been
adjourned pursuant to the Circulars, but may have reasons for the matter to be urgently heard.
Parties with such concerns may contact the team at Rajah & Tann Singapore to answer any related
queries, or for any urgent representations to the Courts. Rajah & Tann Singapore is also well placed to
manage remote court proceedings, having supported remote hearings before the Singapore courts and
hearings and arbitration via video link. The firm is also fully equipped with remote communication
technology to support the conduct of such proceedings.
For more articles and updates from our teams across the region on COVID-19 and related legal issues,
please visit Rajah & Tann Asia's COVID-19 Resource Centre.
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Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in South-East Asia. Member firms are independently constituted and
regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a member firm are governed by the terms of
engagement between the member firm and the client.
This Update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether
legally binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or
damage which may result from accessing or relying on this Update.
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Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full-service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients.
We place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm strives towards a practical
yet creative approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to
offer access to excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Singapore, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South
Asia.
The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, through
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein)
without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP.
Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your
specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or e-mail Knowledge & Risk
Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com.
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