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Alternative Meeting Arrangements for Conducting 
Electronic Meetings to Cease on 1 July 2023;  
Legislative Amendments in the Works to Allow 
Hybrid Meetings 
 

Introduction  
 

On 15 December 2022, the Ministry of Law ("MinLaw") announced that various COVID-19 (Temporary 

Measures) (Alternative Arrangements for Meetings) Orders which enable various entities to convene, 

hold or conduct meetings by way of electronic means will be revoked on 1 July 2023.  These entities 

include issuers listed on the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited (SGX-ST) ("listed 

issuers") and non-listed entities, such as companies, variable capital companies ("VCCs") and business 

trusts ("BTs"), among others.  

 

In addition, the Accounting and Corporate Regulatory Authority ("ACRA") and the Monetary Authority 

of Singapore ("MAS") jointly announced that they are working on proposed legislative amendments to 

provide companies, VCCs and BTs with the option to conduct meetings by way of electronic means 

after the relevant Orders are revoked.  

 

This Update highlights the significance of these developments to entities covered under the Orders 

(including listed issuers), such as companies, VCCs, BTs and unit trusts in Singapore.  
 

Background  
 

The COVID-19 (Temporary Measures) Act ("Act") provides, among other things, that meetings 

convened, held, conducted or deferred, on or after 27 March 2020, in accordance with the alternative 

arrangements prescribed under the Act will be deemed to have satisfied the relevant requirements under 

the written law or legal instrument, despite anything to the contrary in any law or legal instrument. 

Various subsidiary legislation was issued under the Act to effect this. For instance, the COVID-19 

(Temporary Measures) (Alternative Arrangements for Meetings for Companies, Variable Capital 

Companies, Business Trusts, Unit Trusts and Debenture Holders) Order 2020 ("Order") was issued on 

13 April 2020 (and deemed to take effect on 27 March 2020) to enable companies, VCCs, BTs, relevant 

unit trusts and debenture holders to convene, hold or conduct meetings by way of electronic means 

("Alternative Arrangements").  

 

The main purpose of the Order was to enable various entities to convene, hold and conduct meetings 

while minimising physical interaction to limit the spread of COVID-19. The Order was originally supposed 

https://sso.agc.gov.sg/Act/COVID19TMA2020
https://sso.agc.gov.sg/SL/COVID19TMA2020-S269-2020?DocDate=20200413&Timeline=On
https://sso.agc.gov.sg/SL/COVID19TMA2020-S269-2020?DocDate=20200413&Timeline=On
https://sso.agc.gov.sg/SL/COVID19TMA2020-S269-2020?DocDate=20200413&Timeline=On
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rajah-&-tann
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to end on 30 September 2020, but was extended several times. Most recently, the Order was extended 

to beyond 30 June 2021 until such time as the Order may be revoked by MinLaw.1 Following Singapore's 

COVID-19 transition to an endemic phase, in-person meetings may now resume and MinLaw has 

announced that it will revoke the Order on 1 July 2023. The revocation will similarly apply to other Orders 

which were issued under the Act prescribing Alternative Arrangements for conducting meetings for other 

types of entities and meetings, such as: 

 

- meetings in relation to the insolvency matters of a company, limited liability partnership or VCC 

(including winding up and judicial management); 

- meetings in relation to the bankruptcy matters of an individual;  

- general meetings of a management corporation and subsidiary management corporation, as well 

as meetings of a collective sale committee; and  

- general meetings, meetings of governing bodies of, and/or other meetings of a registered charity, 

co-operative society, mutual benefit organisation, registered society, trade union, school, and 

Town Council or its committee.   

 

What it means for listed issuers and non-listed entities  
  

From now till 30 June 2023, companies (including listed issuers), VCCs, BTs and unit trusts in 

Singapore (including listed issuers) may continue to rely on guidance issued by the relevant regulators, 

such as the Checklist on "Guidance on the Conduct of General Meetings Amid Evolving COVID-19 

Situation" issued by ACRA, MAS and the Singapore Exchange Regulation ("SGX RegCo"), to conduct 

their general meetings. Listed issuers should also be mindful of SGX RegCo's expectations regarding 

live engagement and voting at general meetings set out in its Regulator's Column dated 23 May 2022.  

 

From 1 July 2023, SGX RegCo stated that listed issuers will have to conduct their general meetings in 

person. In the meantime, ACRA and MAS are working on proposed legislative amendments to the 

Companies Act 1967, the Variable Capital Companies Act 2018 and the Business Trusts Act 2004,  to 

provide companies, VCCs and BTs with the option to conduct meetings through electronic means after 

the relevant Orders are revoked. Details of proposed legislative amendments are expected to be 

released in early 2023. SGX RegCo will work with MAS to provide guidance for listed issuers to have 

the option to conduct hybrid meetings.  

 

MinLaw has further clarified that, while management corporations and collective sale committees may 

also continue to hold meetings governed under the Land Titles (Strata) Act 1967 by way of Alternative 

Arrangements until 30 June 2023, it is reviewing whether to provide the option to conduct such meetings 

by electronic means or partial electronic means beyond 30 June 2023, and will share further information 

when ready. 

 

 
1 Please refer to our Legal Update on "Further Extension of Alternative Meeting Arrangements Beyond 30 June 2021".  

https://www.sgx.com/media-centre/20201001-guidance-conduct-general-meetings-amid-evolving-covid-19-situation
https://www.sgx.com/media-centre/20201001-guidance-conduct-general-meetings-amid-evolving-covid-19-situation
https://www.sgxgroup.com/media-centre/20220523-regulators-column-live-engagement-and-voting-expected-all-agms-fys
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/at.asp?pdf=../lu/pdf/2021-04_Further-Ext_-Alt-Arr-Meetings-Beyond-June2021.pdf&module=LU&topic=LU0013124&sec=b
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For details or enquiries, entities may approach their respective regulators and refer to the list of guidance 

notes and the contact information of the regulators available at 

https://www.go.gov.sg/alternativemeetings.  

 

Further Information 

 

Please click on the following links below: 

 

- MinLaw press release on Cessation of Alternative Arrangements For Meetings on 1 July 2023 

(available on MinLaw website www.mlaw.gov.sg)  

- SGX press release on SGX-listed issuers to return to physical general meetings when govt’s 

(Temporary Measures) Orders cease from 1 July 2023 (available on SGX website 

www.sgxgroup.com)  

- Joint press release by ACRA and MAS on Proposed Alternative Arrangements for Meetings 

Following the Cessation of the COVID-19 (Temporary Measures) Orders (available on ACRA and 

MAS websites at www.acra.gov.sg and www.mas.gov.sg)  
- MinLaw press release on Update on Convening of General Meeting Governed under the Land 

Titles (Strata) Act (available on MinLaw website www.mlaw.gov.sg) 

 

If you have any queries, please feel free to contact our team members below who would be happy to 

assist.   

https://www.go.gov.sg/alternativemeetings
https://www.mlaw.gov.sg/news/press-releases/cessation-alternative-arrangements-for-meetings-1jul2023/
http://www.mlaw.gov.sg/
https://www.sgxgroup.com/media-centre/20221215-sgx-listed-issuers-return-physical-general-meetings-when-govts
https://www.sgxgroup.com/media-centre/20221215-sgx-listed-issuers-return-physical-general-meetings-when-govts
http://www.sgxgroup.com/
https://www.acra.gov.sg/news-events/news-details/id/690
https://www.acra.gov.sg/news-events/news-details/id/690
http://www.acra.gov.sg/
http://www.mas.gov.sg/
https://www.mlaw.gov.sg/news/announcements/2022-12-20-update-on-convening-general-meeting-governed-under-ltsa/
https://www.mlaw.gov.sg/news/announcements/2022-12-20-update-on-convening-general-meeting-governed-under-ltsa/
http://www.mlaw.gov.sg/
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Please feel free to also contact Knowledge and Risk Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com 
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Our Regional Contacts 

  
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

T  +65 6535 3600   

sg.rajahtannasia.com 

  
Christopher & Lee Ong 

T  +60 3 2273 1919    

F  +60 3 2273 8310 

www.christopherleeong.com  

   

 

R&T Sok & Heng Law Office 

T  +855 23 963 112 / 113    

F  +855 23 963 116 

kh.rajahtannasia.com 

  
Rajah & Tann Myanmar Company Limited 

T  +95 1 9345 343 / +95 1 9345 346 

F  +95 1 9345 348 

mm.rajahtannasia.com 

   

 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

Shanghai Representative Office 

T  +86 21 6120 8818    

F  +86 21 6120 8820 

cn.rajahtannasia.com 

 

  
Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)  

T  +632 8894 0377 to 79 / +632 8894 4931 to 32   

F  +632 8552 1977 to 78 

www.cagatlaw.com 

   

 
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners 

 

Jakarta Office 

T  +62 21 2555 7800    

F  +62 21 2555 7899 

 

Surabaya Office 

T  +62 31 5116 4550    

F  +62 31 5116 4560 

www.ahp.co.id 

  

R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited 

T  +66 2 656 1991    

F  +66 2 656 0833 

th.rajahtannasia.com 

 
Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers 

 

Ho Chi Minh City Office 

T  +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673    

F  +84 28 3520 8206 

 

Hanoi Office 

T  +84 24 3267 6127    

F  +84 24 3267 6128 

www.rajahtannlct.com 

  

 

Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd. 

T  +856 21 454 239    

F  +856 21 285 261 

la.rajahtannasia.com 

 

 

Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia. 

 

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a 

member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client. 

 

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally 

binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage which 

may result from accessing or relying on this update. 
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Our Regional Presence 

 

 
 
 
 

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full-service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients.  
We place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm strives towards a practical 
yet creative approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to 
offer access to excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.  
 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South 
Asia.    
 
The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, through 
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly 
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) 
without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP. 
 
Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended 
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course 
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your 
specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or email Knowledge & Risk 
Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com. 


