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The Reform of the Singapore Court 
System – Keeping Pace with Changing 
Business Needs 
 

Introduction   
 

On 26 July 2021, the Courts (Civil and Criminal Justice) Reform Bill ("Bill") was tabled for its First 

Reading in Parliament. The Bill seeks to reform the Singapore court system to keep pace with the 

changing needs of litigants and businesses seeking to resolve commercial disputes, creating a more 

efficient and facilitative framework.  

 

To implement the proposed reform, the Bill sets out a host of amendments to the various legislation 

relating to the court system. Amongst these amendments, the following changes are directed at 

improving how the court system functions in relation to the practical and experiential concerns of 

litigants: 

 

(a) Efficiency – Various amendments are aimed at making the litigation process more streamlined 

and economical, leading to prompt and focused resolution of disputes. 

 

(b) Functionality – The Bill updates the litigation framework to support modern technological 

practicalities and conveniences. 

 

(c) Internationality – Certain amendments seek to improve the court system's adeptness at 

responding to the needs of litigants with cross-border disputes. 

 

In this Update, we explore some of the key changes in the Bill and how they may positively impact the 

user experience of Singapore litigants.  

 

Efficiency 
 

One of the key priorities for litigants is efficiency. Particularly as commercial disputes become 

increasingly complex, parties are seeking to avoid getting bogged down in protracted litigation, which  

could incur significant legal costs.  

 

https://www.parliament.gov.sg/docs/default-source/default-document-library/courts-(civil-and-criminal-justice)-reform-bill-18-2021.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rajah-&-tann
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To enhance the Singapore court system's efficiency and its ability to effectively see a dispute through 

from initiation to resolution, the Bill contains measures geared towards improving the efficacy of the 

court processes, as well as the flexibility to accommodate certain procedural preferences of the litigants. 

 

(a) Negotiation and mediation – The Bill empowers the courts to order parties to attempt to 

resolve their disputes by amicable resolution, such as through negotiation or mediation. In 

appropriate cases, this would facilitate the early resolution of a dispute and avoid unnecessarily 

protracted proceedings. 

 

(b) Limiting the right to appeal – The Bill will allow parties in certain civil matters to agree to limit 

or remove their right to appeal. This allows parties to tailor the proceedings should they desire 

a more concise litigation without multiple levels of appeal. 

 
(c) Document-only hearings – The Bill allows the court to order hearings based on written 

submissions (other than certain prescribed matters), whereby the parties need not appear to 

make oral arguments, thereby reducing the costs involved in appearing before a Judge. 

 
(d) Summary dismissal – State Courts and the General Division of the High Court will be 

empowered to summarily dismiss appeals.  

 
(e) Limitating new evidence – For appeals before the General Division of the High Court, the Bill 

will amend the procedure such that further evidence will, in general, be allowed only with the 

permission of the court and on special grounds. The Bill also introduces a new procedure for 

permission to adduce further evidence for appeals before the Appellate Division of the High 

Court or the Court of Appeal. 

 

These amendments have the effect of focusing the dispute to its core issues and allowing the court the 

flexibility to craft a more efficient resolution process catered to the case at hand. With disputes being 

more swiftly ushered to the finishing line, this would lead to savings in time and costs for litigants.  

 

Functionality 
 

In acknowledgement of modern functionality requirements, the Bill allows the court to, in appropriate 

cases, order a remote hearing, whereby the participants in separate locations can appear through live 

video, television or audio link rather than in person. The court may also conduct a hearing through 

written submissions delivered electronically. 

 

These changes would allow for greater convenience and practicality for litigants and witnesses in the 

conduct of proceedings, particularly for those located outside of Singapore. This is particularly relevant 
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in the current world climate, where distancing measures and movement restrictions inhibit the conduct 

of traditional in-person proceedings.  

 

Internationality  
 

As commercial disputes become increasingly cross-border in nature, it is important for litigants that the 

court is able to facilitate the resolution of transnational disputes and the subsequent enforcement of 

results. 

 

To address these requirements, the Bill will empower the General Division of the High Court to grant 

interim relief in aid of foreign court proceedings where it is just and convenient, even when there are no 

substantive proceedings in Singapore. This would include orders for the preservation of assets, such as 

mandatory injunctions. 

 

Concluding Words 
 

The Bill introduces a fairly wide range of amendments. These changes form part of the overall reform 

of the Singapore court system to ensure that courts are future-ready, and demonstrate that the court 

system is responsive to the ever-changing needs of litigants and commercial disputants. In keeping with 

this, a new version of the Singapore Rules of Court is also due to be implemented further down the line.  

 

Parties should be aware of the new options provided to them in terms of litigation management, whether 

it be the manner in which proceedings are conducted or the relief that is available to litigants. 

 

For further queries, please feel free to contact our team below.  
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Contacts 
 

     
 

Adrian Wong 

Deputy Head, Dispute 

Resolution 

Commercial Litigation 

 
T +65 6232 0427 
 
adrian.wong@rajahtann.com  
 

 

  

Kelvin Poon 
Deputy Head, International 
Arbitration 
 
T +65 6232 0403 
 
kelvin.poon@rajahtann.com  
 

   

     

  

Jansen Chow 
Partner  
Fraud, Asset Recovery & 
Investigations  
Commercial Litigation 
 
T +65 6232 0624 
 
jansen.chow@rajahtann.com 
 

 

  

 
Please feel free to also contact Knowledge and Risk Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com 

  

mailto:adrian.wong@rajahtann.com
mailto:kelvin.poon@rajahtann.com
mailto:jansen.chow@rajahtann.com
mailto:eOASIS@rajahtann.com
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Surabaya Office 
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R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited 

T  +66 2 656 1991    

F  +66 2 656 0833 

th.rajahtannasia.com 

 
Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers 

 

Ho Chi Minh City Office 

T  +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673    

F  +84 28 3520 8206 

 

Hanoi Office 

T  +84 24 3267 6127    

F  +84 24 3267 6128 

www.rajahtannlct.com 

  

 

Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd. 

T  +856 21 454 239    

F  +856 21 285 261 

la.rajahtannasia.com 

 

 

Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia. 

 

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a 

member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client. 

 

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally 
binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage 
which may result from accessing or relying on this update. 
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Our Regional Presence 

 

 
 
 
 

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full-service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients.  
We place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm strives towards a practical 
yet creative approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to 
offer access to excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.  
 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South 
Asia.    
 
The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, through 
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly 
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) 
without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP. 
 
Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended 
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course 
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your 
specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or email Knowledge & Risk 
Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com. 

 


