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Singapore Accedes to Apostille Convention 
for Facilitation of Cross-Border Use of 
Public Documents 

Introduction  
 

To use a public document (such as court documents, official certificates, and identity documents) issued 

by one State in another State, a party would currently need to request a series of public officials to certify 

the authenticity of that document in a process known as legalisation. The Apostille Convention – formally 

known as the Hague Convention of 5 October 1961 Abolishing the Requirement of Legalisation for 

Foreign Public Documents – aims to facilitate the cross-border use of public documents by replacing 

legalisation with the simplified "one-step process" of the issuance of an apostille. 

 

In our previous Legal Update titled "Apostille Bill Passed in Parliament: Facilitating Cross-Border Use 

of Public Documents", we covered the passing of the Apostille Bill in November 2020, which would give 

effect to Singapore's future obligations under the Apostille Convention. 

 

On 19 January 2021, the Ministry of Law ("MinLaw") announced that Singapore had become a 

Contracting Party to the Apostille Convention, later adding that the Apostille Bill would come into effect 

on 16 September 2021. 

 

We briefly sketch out the new process for the authentication of documents under the Apostille Bill below. 

 

New Process 
 

The Apostille Convention abolishes the need for legalisation of public documents between States who 

have acceded to the Apostille Convention ("Contracting Parties"). Instead, each Contracting Party will 

designate a Competent Authority to be responsible for issuing certificates ("apostilles") to certify the 

origin of public documents produced by that Contracting Party. All Contracting Parties will accept 

apostilles as a sufficient verification of that document's origin. 

 

The Singapore Academy of Law ("SAL") has been designated as the local Competent Authority. Once 

the Apostille Convention enters into force, bearers of Singapore-issued public documents can approach 

SAL to have apostilles affixed to their documents. 

 

Singapore will benefit from this process from 16 September 2021 onwards. As of the date of writing, 

there are 120 Contracting Parties, including Singapore, that have deposited their instruments of 

https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/lu/pdf/2020-11_Passing_of_Apostille_Bill_(final).pdf
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/lu/pdf/2020-11_Passing_of_Apostille_Bill_(final).pdf
https://www.mlaw.gov.sg/news/press-releases/2021-01-19-singapore-accedes-to-the-apostille-convention
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rajah-&-tann
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ratification, accession, acceptance, or approval, although the Apostille Convention has not yet come 

into force for a number of these States (most notably China). 

 

Legalisation will still be required under two circumstances: (a) prior to the Apostille Bill coming into force 

on 16 September 2021, and (b) where the foreign State is a non-Contracting Party. 

 

Concluding Remarks 
 

Apart from the current importance of minimising interactions with other persons in relation to the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic, reducing the time and costs required by legalisation for public documents will be 

beneficial in the long run, especially when global travel and migration begins to return to normal. 

 

For further comments on the Apostille Convention's implications and potential scope for improvement 

by way of digitalisation, please see our November 2020 Legal Update titled "Apostille Bill Passed in 

Parliament: Facilitating Cross-Border Use of Public Documents". 

 

Should you have any queries on the Apostille Convention or other matters, please feel free to approach 

our team below. 
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Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia. 

 

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a 

member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client. 

 

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally 

binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage which 

may result from accessing or relying on this update. 
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Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full-service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients.  
We place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm strives towards a practical 
yet creative approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to 
offer access to excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.  
 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Singapore, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan 
and South Asia.    
 
The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, through 
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly 
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) 
without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP. 
 
Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended 
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course 
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your 
specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or email Knowledge & Risk 
Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com. 


