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SICC to Hear Applications under the 
International Arbitration Act  

Introduction 
 

The Singapore Parliament on 9 January 2018 passed a bill that paves the way for the Singapore International 

Commercial Court (“SICC”) to hear matters under the International Arbitration Act (“IAA”).  

 

The New Legislation 
 

The key part of the bill (No. 47/2017) requires the insertion of these words into the Supreme Court of Judicature 

Act: "the Singapore International Commercial Court (being a division of the High Court) has jurisdiction to hear any 

proceedings relating to international commercial arbitration that the High Court may hear and that satisfy such 

conditions as the Rules of Court may prescribe."  

 

The broad wording means that all applications currently under the International Arbitration Act are capable of being 

heard by the SICC. These would include: 

 

(a) Interim measures under section 12A of the IAA; 

(b) Challenges to arbitrators under article 13 of the Model Law read with section 3 of the IAA; 

(c) Stays under section 7 of the IAA; 

(d) Subpoenas under section 13 of the IAA; 

(e) Appeals on ruling of jurisdiction under section 10 of the IAA; 

(f) Challenges to awards under section 24 of the IAA read with article 34 of the Model Law; and 

(g) Enforcement and recognition of awards (or resisting the enforcement and recognition of awards) under 

sections 19, 29 and 31 of the IAA read with the New York Convention. 

 

The details of the corresponding Rules of Court have not yet been released. However, it was made clear in 

Parliament that only Singapore-qualified lawyers will be able to argue such matters before the SICC, even in 

international cases and regardless whether foreign counsel had been instructed in the underlying arbitration.  

 

How this may work is that all applications will be made, in the first instance, before the High Court, but the High 

Court will then be able to transfer a particular matter to the SICC. It seems unlikely that all IAA applications will as 

a matter of course be transferred to the SICC and the High Court may do so in perhaps the more complex cases, 

or cases where the dispute was not governed by Singapore law or which involves analysis of wider international 

jurisprudence.  

 

Significance of the SICC  
 

The SICC was set up in 2015, and has announced it has 17 cases on its docket. The SICC comprises both 

international and Singapore judges. The practice has been, in cases heard by more than one judge, to assign at 

least one Singapore judge alongside other international judges.  
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The latest additions to the international roster include the former president of the UK Supreme Court Lord 

Neuberger; the former judge in charge of the English Commercial Court Sir Jeremy Cooke, the former chief justice 

of the High Court of Australia Robert French and the former chief justice of Canada Beverley McLachlin. 

 

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP lawyers handled the first few matters that were transferred to the SICC, including 

matters that went up on appeal before an international bench.  

 

Observations 
 

Two years ago, our partner, Paul Tan, co-wrote an op-ed published in the Kluwer Arbitration Blog that predicted 

the possibility of IAA matters being heard before the SICC.  

 

The move to allow the SICC to hear IAA applications is a recognition of the increasing complexity of IAA matters 

as Singapore has catapulted to being one of the most popular seats worldwide. Not only have IAA applications 

increased over the years, the complexity of the cases has also increased dramatically, involving aspects of foreign 

and international law in the context of high-value awards.  

 

The SICC, comprising judges with experience in arbitration-related matters and hailing from diverse legal traditions, 

will give parties greater assurance that their cases will be handled by judges with familiarity with those laws. This 

should further promote Singapore as a seat of choice. On the flip-side, this will also mean that Singapore counsel 

appearing in such matters will need both knowledge of international arbitration and experience with appearing 

before international courts.   

 

At a practical level, it may also mean that the relatively lower cost guidelines that apply across the board in the High 

Court may not apply to IAA matters heard in the SICC. The Rules of Court specifically disapplies the High Court’s 

cost provisions for SICC cases. This may give the SICC latitude to take into account, for example, the fact that 

many such applications are supported by foreign legal teams in addition to Singapore counsel.  
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Our Regional Contacts 

  

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

T  +65 6535 3600   

F  +65 6225 9630 

sg.rajahtannasia.com 

 

Christopher & Lee Ong 

T  +60 3 2273 1919    

F  +60 3 2273 8310 

www.christopherleeong.com  

  

 

R&T Sok & Heng Law Office 

T  +855 23 963 112 / 113    

F  +855 23 963 116 

kh.rajahtannasia.com 

 

Rajah & Tann NK Legal Myanmar Company Limited 

T  +95 9 7304 0763 / +95 1 9345 343 / +95 1 9345 346 

F  +95 1 9345 348 

mm.rajahtannasia.com 

  

 

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

Shanghai Representative Office 

T  +86 21 6120 8818    

F  +86 21 6120 8820 

cn.rajahtannasia.com 

Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)  

T  +632 894 0377 to 79 / +632 894 4931 to 32 / +632 552 1977 

F  +632 552 1978 

www.cagatlaw.com 

  

 
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners 

 

Jakarta Office 

T  +62 21 2555 7800    

F  +62 21 2555 7899 

 

Surabaya Office 

T  +62 31 5116 4550    

F  +62 31 5116 4560 

www.ahp.co.id 

 

R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited 

T  +66 2 656 1991    

F  +66 2 656 0833 

th.rajahtannasia.com 

 

Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers 

 

Ho Chi Minh City Office 

T  +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673    

F  +84 28 3520 8206 

 

Hanoi Office 

T  +84 24 3267 6127    

F  +84 24 3267 6128 

www.rajahtannlct.com 

 

 

Rajah & Tann (Laos) Sole Co., Ltd. 

T  +856 21 454 239    

F  +856 21 285 261 

la.rajahtannasia.com 

Member firms are constituted and regulated in accordance with local legal requirements and where regulations require, are 

independently owned and managed. Services are provided independently by each Member firm pursuant to the applicable terms 

of engagement between the Member firm and the client. 
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Our Regional Presence 

 
 

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is one of the largest full service law firms in Singapore, providing high quality advice to an impressive list of clients.  
We place strong emphasis on promptness, accessibility and reliability in dealing with clients. At the same time, the firm str ives towards a practical 
yet creative approach in dealing with business and commercial problems. As the Singapore member firm of the Lex Mundi Network, we are able to 
offer access to excellent legal expertise in more than 100 countries.  
 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Singapore, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Japan and South Asia.    

 
The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Singapore and, through 
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly 
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) 
without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP. 
 
Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended 
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course 
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your 
specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP or e-mail Knowledge & Risk 

Management at eOASIS@rajahtann.com. 


